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Idalcan was annoyed. By way of reprisals lie planned to
send out rafts to burn the fleet by night, and prepared a
flotilla of light craft, with men and artillery.

One of Timoja's spies found out this plot and thereby
saved the situation. Throughout this trying time Timoja
had behaved admirably. There was perhaps no special merit
in his not deserting; the Turks held him responsible for
having delivered Goa in the first place, and if Idalcan had
once caught him, Timoja would have met with an elaborate
and horrible death. Timoja had therefore reason to stand by
the Portuguese, and he proved a valiant and resourceful
companion.

On hearing of Idalcan's flotilla, Albuquerque sent his
nephew D. Antonio, with Diogo Fernandes and others, into
the port of Goa to destroy these boats. This was successfully
achieved while Idalcan watched in disgust from the shore;
but D. Antonio, young and reckless, went too far. He saw
a galliot that had been Portuguese upon the beach. Im-
mediately he rowed ashore, disembarked, and with his men
strove to launch the galliot and make off with it. The
enemy closed round at once and a furious struggle ensued.
The galliot might have yet been captured if D. Antonio
had not been crippled by an arrow through the knee. He
could no longer stand, far less fight, so his companions aban-
doned the galliot and rowed him away.

A wound in the knee is not as a rule fatal, but this one
apparently turned septic from the start. The fleet had run
out of remedies of every kind, so nothing could be done for
the unfortunate young man, and after some days of acute
suffering D. Antonio died. It had been suggested that his
leg should be cut off, but not believing his case to be des-
perate, he refused'to face the horrors of amputation as prac-
tised by the surgeons of that day.

Antonio de Noronha, whose promising career thus ended
at the age of twenty-four, seems to have been of the type
that usually dies young. The contemporaries agree in attri-
buting to him every virtue, and he was noted for his fear-